SanDisk's Harari Talks Memory

Why mobile phones and MP3 players won't stop improving any time soon.

BURLINGAME, CALIF. -- SanDisk is in the business of making NAND flash memory -- the little chips inside mobile phones and music players that store data even when power is turned off. Flash memory keeps getting cheaper, and as it does, it is turning up in more places. Forbes columnist Lee Gomes talked with SanDisk Chief Executive Eli Harari about what the future has in store. 

Forbes: So, Eli, you're the boss at SanDisk ( SNDK - news - people ) and, in that capacity, you're the expert on one of my favorite bits of technology industry trivia: How much stuff can I fit on something the size of my fingernail? 

Yahoo! BuzzEli Harari: I have here an example to demonstrate the power of flash technology, a number of 16-gigabyte cards. These are tiny little cards that go into your cell phones. This little block here is one terabyte of memory. And of course, next year, it may be double that.

So, we all know about iPhones and iPods and iPads, as some of the "Greatest Hits" of Flash. What are some other places we might start seeing flash in coming years? 

Flash today is everywhere. Flash has become the most pervasive personal storage media. And that's driven a lot by mobile phones. Any phone cannot play any DVD or any CD. 
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In the last quarter we sold 80 million of these cards for mobile phones. There are over a billion cell phones that have a slot now for that card. And that, we believe, will be the standard, the format for storing movies and, of course, for storing music. 

